09/03/09:  Forthcoming Spring/Summer Schedule 2009
Over the next couple of weeks we will be finalising and publishing our Spring/Summer Schedule of Courses for 2009.  We hope to provide innovative courses of high quality, delivered at a local level.  Please see your inbox and post box for further details!

02/03/09:  FETAC Level 5 – Healthcare Support Courses

We are currently looking to facilitate three such courses around the country in 2009, to accompany the 4 courses that we currently offer in Cork City, Waterford, Limerick and Tipperary.  

The areas that we are looking to set up courses in are (based on volume of requests from members):

Waterford City/Surrounding Area

East Cork

Kerry

If your nursing home is interested in sending staff on such courses, please let us know as soon as you can as places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis.  

The fee for the full 8 module course for South West Healthcare Skillnet members is €300.  Fee for non-members = €3,000

There may be a possibility, subject to further funding, for the running of other FETAC Level 5 courses in other areas.  If you are interested in a FETAC Level 5 course being facilitated in your area please let us know. 

01/03/09:  Research Skills Course - 24th March & 29th September - Milford Care Centre

South West Healthcare Skillnet would like to let you know about a course which will help upgrade research skills, entitled “Searching the Literature using PubMed” – Milford Care Centre – 23/03/09  

Course Overview
This course is designed for health care professionals who are keen to develop their search skills to assist them with further study, research and to find evidence to inform and support clinical practice   PubMed is the U.S. National Library of Medicine’s  search system for health information and is the free version of MEDLINE.  It covers the fields of medicine, nursing, dentistry, pharmacy and other areas in the life sciences and includes citations dating back to the 1950’s.  Finding evidence which informs and supports decision-making in clinical practice is an importance skill when caring for patients and their families.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  After attending this course, participants will be able to:
· Understand the key principles in carrying out a search such as how to plan a literature search and to identify appropriate keywords   

· Ability to search PubMed using keywords and thesaurus subjects and to understand the difference between them 

· Understand how to limit and broaden results when necessary

· Search using authors, journal names and how to use the citation matcher

· How to modify your search, set up a saved search and an alert 
Date                24th March 2009                     9.30am—12.30pm

                        29th September 2009             9.30am—12.30pm      

Fee                  €25                  Call: 061485863 to book.

Facilitator:       Joanne Callinan

Venue:             Milford Care Centre, 1st Floor, Education Department

                        

Entry Requirements
This study morning is open to anyone who wants to know more about searching for evidence.

For more information or to book a place, please call 061485863.
25/02/09:  South West Healthcare Skillnet -2008 activities – Review.   

We will be shortly emailing members with a review of the evaluations of completed training activities that were conducted in 2008.  This report will outline summary findings from the evaluations we conducted with trainees who completed our courses in 2009.    

20/02/09:  Training Needs Analysis Summer ‘09
We are currently planning our Summer/Autumn Schedule of courses for 2009.  We are eager to learn about members training needs so that we can design high quality courses that will meet members’ needs, and locate courses in appropriate geographical locations.  We will be shortly emailing all our members to ask you for your feedback on your training needs for 2009.

15/02/09:  Evaluations and Satisfaction Surveys
We would like to thank all members who completed all “Level 3” evaluations of the 2008 courses.  This feedback is essential to ensuring we deliver the highest quality of courses and to evaluate how training has transferred to behaviour change in the workplace.  Your feedback and cooperation is greatly appreciated.          

10/02/09:  “Forgotten” –by Pat Kinevane – a special performance in conjunction with St Lukes Nursing Home.  

South West Healthcare Skillnet would like to lend our support to and recommend attending a production that is being held in Ballincollig, Co. Cork, in conjunction with one of the members of South West Healthcare Skillnet – St Lukes Home.  Forgotten is a play which revolves around the lives of three older people in a nursing home and their reminiscences about the past.  The characters – Flor, Dora, Gustus and Eucharia – are between 80 and 100 years old.  This play is brought to you by the theatre company – Fishamble, stars Pat Kinevane, of “I Keano” fame and lasts 80 minutes.    

A special performance of forgotten will be performed at Colaiste Choilm Senior School, Ballincollig, Co. Cork on Thursday the 19th of February at 2.30pm.  This special performance is brought about in partnership with St Lukes Home.    

Admission is free, but booking is required.

Further information about this performance, and tickets are available from Joan Jeffery c/o St Lukes Home (021 4359 444)  

10/02/09:  Death and dying, grief and loss in a multicultural context: An afternoon seminar.

Milford Care Centre (Limerick) will be hosting an afternoon seminar entitled “Death and dying, grief and loss in a multicultural context: An afternoon seminar.”
The guest speaker is Margaret O Reilly Carroll.  Margaret O’Reilly-Carroll is presently working as Psychotherapist with traumatised refugees and asylum seekers in the Centre for the Care of Survivors of Torture, Spirasi, Dublin 7. Margaret has a background in nursing/midwifery and nurse education. She has ten years extensive experience in Health/Psychotherapeutic care in Kenya, Sudan, Zambia and Somalia. She has designed and delivered workshops for both statutory and non-statutory organisations on topics including grief and loss as well as health care needs of refugees and asylum seekers.

Date:  Weds 18th of February  Time:  3pm to 5pm  Venue:  Lecture Room 1, 1st Floor, New Building, Milford Care Centre

Fee:  €20
For more information or to book a place please contact Milford Care Centre at education@milfordcarecentre.ie  or Telephone Sinead at 061 485 863

